Individual differences in differentiation among alcohol expectancy domains.
Prior research indicates that alcohol-related outcome expectancies represent important etiological factors in the understanding of alcohol use/abuse. Although current multidimensional measures assess several substantively different domains of alcohol-related outcome expectancies, there is growing evidence that they may not possess adequate levels of discriminant validity. Therefore, the present study sought to examine whether reliable between-person differences exist in the ability to differentiate among alcohol expectancy domains. The focus of the study was on three sets of intrapersonal characteristics: cognitive resources, cognitive constraints, and alcohol-related experience. Data were collected via household interviews with a random sample of 1125 adults. Multiple regression analysis revealed that higher levels of cognitive resources were associated with increasing levels of differentiation among alcohol expectancy domains. Results are discussed in terms of implications for the development of new or revised multidimensional alcohol expectancy questionnaires. Directions for future research are also discussed.